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Welcome to Kenley Primary School 
 
We hope that our prospectus gives you an insight into our productive and friendly 
school. 
 
Our aim is that all of our pupils develop a love of learning for life. In our stimulating 
and happy environment, staff, parents and Governors work together to provide a 
creative and meaningful curriculum.  We are a vibrant school that does our very best 
to ensure all of our children flourish throughout their time with us, thriving as 
individuals and achieving their academic potential. 
 
We encourage our children to be positive, responsible and considerate individuals. Our 
nurturing environment supports them to be successful independent learners and to 
work cooperatively with others. 
 
The warm and friendly atmosphere for which the Kenley School community prides 
itself is extended to the parents of prospective pupils of the school. We have an open 
day when you can come to see the school at work and meet some of the pupils, and 
for in-year transfers, we are happy to facilitate visits to the school. To come and see 
our school, please contact our school office, there’s always a member of staff willing 
to discuss anything relating to your child’s future learning experience here. 
 
We take pride in being an open, friendly school, where parents are welcome and 
encouraged to take an active part in their child’s education. 

 
Mrs Denise Dixon Mrs Carla Hall 
Principal Chair of Governors 
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Kenley Primary School 
 
The school log books date back to 1885 when the school was known as Kenley Church 
of England Primary School. The school on the present site was opened in 1936 with 
112 children and 3 members of staff. This soon amalgamated with the Church School 
and the school became Kenley Primary School.  
 
Today the school has 200 pupils aged 4 to 11 years, with the equivalent of 7 full-time 
teachers, plus the Principal, Deputy Principal and SENCO. 
 
In 2021 the school joined The Collegiate Trust, a partnership of schools working 
collaboratively to improve the education for all of the children within the Trust schools 
whilst maintaining a strong individual identity.  
 

Our Vision and Values 
 
Our vision and values are at the core of everything we do. They underpin our teaching 
and learning and provide an environment which prepares our pupils to be confident 
and successful young people. We aim to ensure all of our children leave Kenley with:  
 

‘A love of learning for life’ 
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Our Mission is to: 
 
▪ Provide our children with an education that promotes curiosity and perseverance 

within an engaging curriculum, encouraging everyone to be motivated, successful 
learners.  

▪ Our nurturing environment inspires resilience and the confidence to be 
independent in a culture where expectations are high and success is celebrated. 

▪ In our school, all members of our community work together in supportive, positive 
surroundings. We are not afraid to take risks in our learning and know that all 
experiences are an opportunity to improve. 

▪ We encourage parents to be partners in their child’s education. We work together 
to promote our values, and celebrate and share our achievements.   
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Our Curriculum 
 
At Kenley we link our learning together according to our History, Geography or Science 
topics and include Design, ICT, Art, Music and Forest School throughout.   
 
We use the National Curriculum to guide our themes and link our reading and writing 
to the areas being studied. The children have the opportunity to use ICT to support 
their learning across all areas of the curriculum. 

 

Literacy 
 
We work to ensure that all children will develop an enthusiasm for both reading and 
writing that will stay with them 
forever. 
 
The children practice their literacy 
skills within all areas of the 
curriculum. Each classroom has a 
dedicated book corner with a range 
of literature, and our extensive 
selection of library books are 
available to all pupils.  Each child’s 
progress is monitored closely so that 
the skills they need to develop, such 
as phonics and language acquisition, 
are taught according to the needs 
and ability of the children. 
 
All classes have a class read-along which is a high level text selected to support 
understanding of more complex reading materials and encourage an enjoyment of 
reading books by a variety of authors. 
 
Throughout their time at Kenley, children are encouraged to develop their writing skills 
and share their imaginative ideas. The children learn to write for a range of audiences,  
learn about both formal and informal writing styles and, by having individual targets 
for progression, are able to develop into competent writers.   
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Mathematics 
 
We use a mastery approach to Mathematics.  
Within lessons, teachers develop the 
children’s mathematical strategies alongside 
mental recall of number facts and, from 
Reception, pupils are presented with 
activities requiring them to use these skills to 
solve a variety of mathematical problems. We 
focus all learning around reasoning so that 
children are equipped with a variety of 
methods to enable them to solve 
mathematical challenges confidently. 

 
Science 

 
Children are taught to use a practical, 
investigative approach in this subject - asking 
questions, suggesting answers, observing, testing, 
recording, evaluating and concluding. We are able 
to use our wonderful grounds for the study of 
living things.  Other areas of study include light, 
sound, seasonal changes, evolution, inheritance, 
electricity, forces and materials.  

 
 
The Arts 
 
The Arts are a very important part of 
our curriculum.  Pupils are taught 
skills in Design and Technology and 
Art using a variety of methods and 
mediums and studying artists past 
and present.  During the year we also 
have a family craft day and an 
outdoor learning day which gives the 
opportunity for families to be 
involved in our creative curriculum.   
 



 

 

 

 

    6 

All children are taught Music as part of the school 
curriculum, in year 3 and 4 pupils have specialist music 
teaching through Croydon Music and Arts.  Children 
learn the recorder and ukulele in year 3 and in year 4 
have the choice of learning the clarinet, trumpet, 
trombone or a percussion instrument. Many children 

then chose to have individual or group lessons during years 5 and 6 from Croydon 
Music. We also have a school choir who have performed at local events including the 
All Saints Church Christmas Tree Festival and at local nursing homes.    
 
Performance and drama are also an important aspect of life at Kenley, developing 
confidence and allowing the children to express themselves.  All of the children have 
the opportunity to perform in a production during their time at Kenley and take part 
in class assemblies where their successes are shared with parents.  We also have 
regular drama workshops, visiting theatre groups as well as visits to professional 
productions. 
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Sport 
 
It is our intention that, by the time children 
leave Kenley School, they will have 
developed the skills, knowledge and desire 
to take part in a wide range of sporting 
activities, either as an individual or as part 
of a team. 
 
In order to achieve this aim, we provide a 
balanced Physical Education curriculum 
including gymnastics, swimming, dance, 
outdoor activities, athletics and games.  We 
work in partnership with BFree Sports who 
deliver our PE curriculum as well as running activities to develop leadership, team 
building, health and wellbeing.    
 
The school participates in competitive games, we have girls and boys football teams 
who compete in local tournaments and our netball team are part of the Croydon 
Schools League.    

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
During the school year, extra activities are 
arranged to extend the children’s learning 
opportunities outside of the classroom.  These 
take the form of educational trips, a school 
journey (in year 5/6), visits to places of 
worship, museums, historical experience 
days, the theatre, the zoo … to name but a 
few.  These activities provide valuable first-
hand experiences for the children. 
 
In addition, we run a variety of extra-
curricular activities throughout the year, 

these include a netball club, choir, recorder club, football club, tennis coaching, drama 
club, gymnastics, cross country running and cooking club.  
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Forest School 
 
Our Forest School is an area which has been developed to allow the children to take 
their learning outside of the classroom.  Children learn skills such as den building, 
bushcraft and cooking on an open fire, and our recently built pond allows the children 
to experience a hands–on approach to investigating different habitats. Forest School 
provides excellent opportunities for working together and understanding each other.  
 
We encourage the children’s awareness of nature and how to sustain and conserve 
this. We have been awarded the Woodland Trust Gold Green Tree award for our 
conservation projects and for facilitating the children to experience and thrive in the 
natural environment.  
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Wellbeing, Diversity  
and Personal Development 

 
The children are all involved in Personal, Social 
and Health Education lessons where they learn 
about issues ranging from working together to 
peer pressure, diversity and many more.  We 
use Votes for Schools to develop pupils 
understanding of current affairs and encourage 
conversation about key events in our 
community and the wider world.  
 
We work hard to support our pupils to 
understand what they need to do to live a healthy lifestyle and we have been awarded 
the Gold Healthy Schools award for our work in this area.   
 
We have regular talks centred around personal safety and wellbeing delivered by 
professional organisations such as the NSPCC, local community police and Transport 
for London.  Special activities are also arranged for important events such as Anti-
Bullying Week and Road Safety Week. 
 
We follow the agreed Croydon syllabus for Religious Education.  This includes Christian 
and multi-cultural elements.  We have links with All Saints Church which we use to 
celebrate important festivals in the Christian calendar. 
 
We celebrate our differences within our school and, by embracing British Values, help 
our children to understand their role within a democratic and diverse society.  
 
We have an active School Council who are democratically elected by their peers and 
who work together to implement school improvement and ensure there is an active 
pupil voice. We also have a house system, led by Year 6 House Captains, which gives 
pupils the opportunity to work together across year groups for events such as Sports 
day. 
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Special Needs 
 
At some time during their school career, some children may need additional support 
with their academic work or behaviour and an individual programme may need to be 
devised. 
 
Kenley works hard to ensure that all of its pupils have the appropriate support. We 
work closely with families and with external agencies in supporting pupils with specific 
needs whether this is in the day-to-day aspects of their education, or a long term 
specific provision.   
 
If you would like to find out about our policy for Special Needs, a copy is available on 
request from the SENCO or via our website. 

 

Behaviour 
 
We have high expectations for the behaviour of our pupils which is 
based upon consideration and respect for others.  We work together 
to teach the children the key values that they will need as they 
progress through their educational career and into adulthood.  We 
teach the children to listen and to co-operate with adults and peers 
alike.  We will not tolerate any form of racism, bullying or aggressive 
behaviour.   
 
We are proud to have been awarded the Anti-bullying Alliance Gold Mark. 
 

Wrap Around Care 
 
Wrap around care is provided by Simply Kids 
- a privately operated out of school childcare 
provider. The breakfast and after-school 
clubs take place in a dedicated space, where 
the children are cared for under qualified 
supervision and are able to participate in a 
range of organised activities and use our 
extensive grounds.  It is open from 7.30am 
until 6.00pm Monday to Friday including 
during the school holidays – when there is an 
additional programme of trips and events. 
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Parents at Kenley 
 
The school has an active and supportive Parent Teacher Association (PTA), who are an 
integral part of our school community and play an important role by arranging a variety 
of events which provide valuable funds. These are used to enhance the provision for 
our pupils and have previously included the refurbishment of the library, buying 
electronic tablets, helping to equip our Forest School and the renewal of outdoor play 
equipment.  
 
Every parent is automatically a member of the PTA and is welcome to attend the 
meetings. Parents liaise between the class teacher, the PTA and other parents to 
support when arranging events such as the Christmas Fair, Summer Fun Day, Quiz 
Nights, Family Discos and our Firework Spectacular – which has become a very popular 
local community event.  
 
We also encourage parents to support with pupil learning by reading with the children, 
playing number games, cooking, art and crafts, helping on outings and at sporting 
events and involvement in Forest School.  
 

Community 
 
Being an active part of the local community is really important to us at Kenley. Children 
in our school choir sing at a local residential home at Christmas, at Harvest we make 
contributions to the Purley Food Hub and we have close links with All Saints Church – 
where we hold our annual Christmas Carol Service. 
 
Our pupils are also aware of wider issues and our school council work towards raising 
awareness of environmental issues and conservation concerns both locally and 
worldwide.  
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Starting School 
 
We understand that for many children (and some parents) starting school is a nerve-
wracking experience. We work hard with our families to ensure that this is as smooth 
a process as possible. Our Reception induction begins in the summer term, prior to 
starting in September, with sessions to help our newcomers get to know their teachers 
and their new school environment.   
 
Prior to the children starting at Kenley, there is an information meeting where parents 
learn about the routines of the first few weeks in school and have the opportunity to 
ask any questions and allay any fears. This also give parents a great opportunity to 
meet each other.  
 
All the children begin by coming to school for half a day for a few days and then 
extending their time to a full day. Occasionally a child may not be ready to start full 
time and it may be suggested that they stay part-time for a while longer. 
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Admissions 
 
Application for Reception places at Kenley Primary School are made through the local 
authority in which you reside. We encourage all parents to visit our school before 
making a final decision and applying for a place.  
 
For places in years 1 to 6 applications need to be made by an in-year application to the 
London Borough of Croydon. 
 

How to find us 
 

 
 

Kenley is served by two bus routes. The 407 travels along the Godstone Road 
and the 434 travels along Valley Road and Beverley Road. There is plenty of 

parking near the school. 


